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Horto and Scuncio Qualify Second and Third at Barber Motorsports Park, 

Calderon and Menezes Match Career Best Qualifying Positions 

  

Leeds, Ala. (April 7, 2011) – In the third and final session of the day, J.V. Horto and 

Martin Scuncio qualified in second and third positions after consistently placing 

themselves in the top three spots of the time sheets all day.  Horto, who will start the 

race in second position, will also hold claim to the fastest lap time of the day with a time 

of 1:20.634, proving that he and Scuncio (who won the pole at the St. Petersburg 

season-opener) are top competitors in the 2011 Star Mazda Championship presented 

by Goodyear. 

 

J.V. Horto on qualifying: “It was challenging at first because I was in the first group of 

the split qualifying session, so there was no fastest lap time reference yet.  I just had to 

push as hard as I could, not knowing what lap times the second group would do next.  

That was one of the hardest things about this qualifying session because you never 

know how the track could change even in 15 minutes.  I’m very happy to have ended up 

second.  We have been fast since the first practice this morning, so this result is great.  

The race is going to be a different thing, though; the two-day gap from now until the 

race on Sunday is going to be good for rest, but we don’t know how the track is going to 

have changed by then, so we will keep working hard until race time.” 

 

Martin Scuncio on qualifying: “It went really well for me.  We had a really consistent 

car, and that will be important for the race.  Now we will just keep working on getting the 

setup ready for the warm-up and race on Sunday.  It’s going to be really difficult 

because the track is going to change a lot in between now and then.  The two-day break 

is going to be tough, but it will also be a good time to rest and prepare for the race.  I’m 

really happy to end up third, and I’m hoping to have a good race on Sunday.” 

 

 

(more) 
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Teammates Tatiana Calderon and Gustavo Menezes matched their career best 

qualifying positions today with the sixth and tenth fastest lap times.  Calderon took the 

fifth fastest time in both practice sessions this morning, but just missed the same result 

in qualifying by less than three hundredths of a second.  Today was Menezes’ first 

experience on the 2.3-mile road course of Barber Motorsports Park; he missed the pre-

season Spring Training on this course at the beginning of March yet still landed in the 

top half of the field in both official practice sessions and ultimately qualified in tenth 

position. 

 

Tatiana Calderon on qualifying: “This qualifying session was the best one I’ve ever 

had; it was even better than the one in St. Petersburg.  We used new tires, and I’m 

getting so much better at managing the pressure of a short qualifying session which is 

really helping me.  It looked like I was going to end up fifth fastest, but another car went 

faster than I did at the end.  I’m still extremely happy to start sixth because it’s going to 

be a race where I can race at the front with drivers who have a lot of experience.  This is 

a really good result for the team, so I’m really happy.” 

 

Gustavo Menezes on qualifying: “I think it went really well for me.  I learned a lot in a 

short amount of time, and having never been at this track before, I didn’t expect to do 

this well.  The track had changed a little since practice this morning, so it didn’t feel 

perfect, but we are working hard to get everything ready for the race.  The race is the 

important part.  I think tenth is a really solid result for only having had two sessions on 

this track compared to everyone else, so I’m really happy with how it went.” 

 

Following today’s practice and qualifying sessions is a unique, two-day break from on-

track activities before the warm-up and race on Sunday, April 10.  The challenging 

schedule will leave the teams wondering what the track conditions might be post-

Firestone Indy Lights and IZOD IndyCar Series weekend sessions, making for an 

interesting and highly anticipated event.  The 15-minute warm-up will commence at 8:30 

a.m. CST on Sunday followed by the race at 10:30 a.m. CST.  Check out the action on 

live timing and scoring at www.livetiming.net/starmazda.  For more information, please 

go to www.juncosracing.com.  

 

João Victor Horto, #7 Juncos Racing / Programa Leiloes_______________________________________ 

Session Finished Best Lap Time Best Speed 

Qualifying 2nd  1:21.366 101.762 

 
Tatiana Calderon, #10 Juncos Racing / JAC Motors___________________________________________          

Session Finished Best Lap Time Best Speed 

Qualifying 6th  1:21.778 101.250 

 
(more) 
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Gustavo Menezes, #28 JR/TRUECar/SafetyPark/Oakley/Performance Physixx/Fitness Concepts/Racing Optics 

Session Finished Best Lap Time Best Speed 

Qualifying 10th  1:22.358 100.537 

 
Martin Scuncio, #60 Juncos Racing_________________________________________________________ 

Session Finished Best Lap Time Best Speed 

Qualifying 3rd  1:21.440 101.670 

 
About Juncos Racing: Juncos Racing is centrally located in Vero Beach, Florida, U.S.A. to offer diverse 

levels of racing year round.  Juncos Racing operates out of a state of the art facility which houses 

vehicles suitable for all levels of racing, from go-karts to open wheel Formula race cars.  It is one of the 

few teams in the United States which offers a development program starting from racing go-karts to 

racing professional open wheel race cars. The team’s goal is to provide young and older drivers alike with 

a foundation upon which they can build a career in motorsports. Juncos Racing offers two and three-day 

racing schools which cover theoretical and hands-on driving techniques. With your dedication and the 

team’s expertise and advanced training techniques, Juncos Racing is confident that you will achieve and 

master the fundamentals of racing.  For more information, please visit www.juncosracing.com. 
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