
 

 

 

STAR MAZDA CHAMPIONSHIP ANNOUNCES 2011 SCHEDULE – INCREASED  

NUMBER OF INDYCAR WEEKENDS OFFERS MORE OPPORTUNITIES TO DRIVERS 

Pacoima, CA / Nov. 8, 2010 – The Star Mazda Championship presented by Goodyear today made the first 

in an upcoming series of major announcements with the release of the series' 10-weekend, 11-race 

schedule (with one TBA) for the 2011 season; included are five IndyCar weekends, two with American Le 

Mans, one with USAC and one where Star Mazda will race a double-header as the co-feature.  Rising racing 

stars from around the world will hone their driving skills at three road courses, four street circuits and 

three ovals. 

The first Star Mazda Championship race of 2011 will be at one of IndyCar's most high-profile events, the 

Grand Prix of St. Petersburg on March 26-27.  Also on the schedule, as they will be at many races this 

season, are the other series in IndyCar's 'Road to Indy' program: the Cooper Tires Presents the USF2000 

National Championship Powered by Mazda; the Star Mazda Championship presented by Goodyear; and 

the Firestone Indy Lights series. 

The Star Mazda Championship made its first appearance in the streets of St. Petersburg in 2010, a hotly-

contested race won by Conor Daly.  This was the first victory of Daly's 2010 season and the first of a 4-race 

winning streak.  Daly went on to win the Star 

Mazda championship with a total of seven 

wins and a series-record nine poles.   

From there, the Star Mazda Championship 

has an April TBA date that will be announced 

shortly.   

Three oval races in a row distinguish the next 

stretch of the 2011 schedule; the Night 

Before the 500 at O'Reilly Raceway Park with 

USAC on May 27-28, the Milwaukee Mile with 

IndyCar on June 18-19 and Iowa Speedway, also with IndyCar on June 24-25.   

The Night Before the 500 is a high-profile event on the schedule, with Star Mazda Championship drivers 

taking part in a comprehensive 'Road to Indy Summit' that includes an autograph session at the 

Indianapolis Motor Speedway and meetings with top officials, teams and drivers of the Firestone Indy 

Lights and IZOD IndyCar series.  2010 was the first pairing of Star Mazda and the Night Before the 500, 

with Indianapolis native Conor Daly winning the inaugural event.   

http://www.starmazda.com/
IndyCar.com
http://www.americanlemans.com/
http://www.americanlemans.com/
http://www.usacracing.com/
http://www.gpstpete.com/
http://www.conordaly.net/
http://openpaddock.net/2010/05/05/indycar-night-before-the-500/
http://openpaddock.net/2010/05/05/indycar-night-before-the-500/
http://www.oreillyracewaypark.com/
http://www.milwaukeemile.com/
http://www.iowaspeedway.com/
http://www.indycar.com/news/show/55-izod-indycar-series/34590-all-roads-lead-to-indy-summit/


 

 

Star Mazda last raced at the Milwaukee Mile in 2009 with the NASCAR Nationwide Series; Norwegian 

driver Anders 'The Viking' Krohn won that event and finished 6th in the championship.  He returned for a 

second season of Star Mazda competition in 2010, scored one pole, five podiums, 13 top-5s and went on 

to finish 2nd in the championship.   

2011 will be Star Mazda's third consecutive visit to the 7/8ths-mile Iowa Speedway oval in Newton, Iowa; 

the series ran with the ARCA/RE MAX cars in 2009, a race won by Irish driver Peter Dempsey, and in 2010 

with IndyCar, where Conor Daly won from the pole. 

After three races in a row on ovals, the drivers and teams of the Star Mazda Championship head to one of 

Canada's premier road racing circuits for the Mobil 1 Presents the Grand Prix of Mosport.  This round of 

the American Le Mans series has historically been held at the end of August, but for 2011 moves to July 

22-23.  Conor Daly scored his final victory of the 2010 season, from the pole, at this event.   

After the wide open spaces of Mosport, the 

shotgun-barrel confines of the legendary street 

circuit at Trois-Rivières in Quebec, Canada on 

August 6-7 will provide the drivers with a 

challenge, but the incredible energy and 

enthusiasm of the fans always makes this one of 

the most popular stops on the circuit.  It will be a 

double-header / double-points weekend at the 

42nd annual GP3R in which Star Mazda will be 

the co-feature with the Firestone Indy Lights  

series; this marks Indy Lights’ first standalone event since it raced at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway’s 

road course in support of the U.S. Grand Prix in 2007. 

 In 2010, the Trois-Rivières race provided one of the Star Mazda season's most memorable moments as 

the 2009 winner, Louisiana racer Alex Ardoin, on hand as a driver coach for Team GDT, found himself in 

the team's spare car and, starting from the outside of the second row, went on to win the race for the 

second year in a row.  

The next three races on the calendar will see the Star Mazda Championship team transporters cross-

crossing the country… several times.  From Trois-Rivières, the circus moves out to the West Coast for the 

IndyCar Grand Prix of Sonoma at Infineon Raceway August 26-27; and then it's back to East Coast street 

circuits with an appearance at the inaugural Baltimore Grand Prix September 3-4.   

While Baltimore will be new to all involved, the Star Mazda Championship has a long history at Infineon 

Raceway, though the last visit there was for a double-header with IMSA in 2005.  The winners will be 

familiar to fans of the Indy Lights series; Chilean driver Pablo Donoso and Canadian James Hinchcliffe (he 

http://www.anderskrohn.com/
http://www.peterdempsey.com/
http://www.mosport.com/home/home.asp
http://www.gp3r.com/
http://www.facebook.com/people/Alex-Ardoin/1209330103
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Team-GDT/179362607454
http://www.indycar.com/schedule/show/55-izod-indycar-series/2345-indy-grand-prix-of-sonoma/
http://www.infineonraceway.com/
http://www.indycar.com/schedule/show/55-izod-indycar-series/2346-baltimore-grand-prix/
http://www.pablodonoso.com/
http://www.teammooreracing.com/


 

 

finished 2nd in the 2010 Indy Lights championship).  And the 2005 Star Mazda Champion, was Brazilian 

racer Raphael Matos, now racing for the deFerran Dragon team in IndyCar. 

The 2011 Star Mazda Championship season will wind up at the series' traditional year-end venue, Mazda 

Raceway Laguna Seca with the American Le Mans Series Presented by Patrόn.  The series has a long and 

dramatic history at the legendary road course in Monterey, California, including the dramatic 2009 victory 

by English racer Adam Christodoulou (his third of the season) to win the championship.   

Date Event Track Type With 

March 26-27 GP of St. Petersburg Street Circuit IndyCar 

April  TBA   

May 27-28 O'Reilly Raceway Park Oval USAC 

June 18-19 The Milwaukee Mile Oval IndyCar 

June 24-25 Iowa Speedway Oval IndyCar 

July  22-23 Mosport Road Course ALMS 

Aug. 6 Trois-Rivieres Street Circuit Indy Lights 

Aug. 7 Trois-Rivieres Street Circuit Indy Lights 

Aug. 26-27 Infineon Raceway Road Course IndyCar 

Sept. 3-4 Baltimore Grand Prix Street Circuit IndyCar 

Sept. 16-17 Mazda Raceway Road Course ALMS 

 

In addition, there will be an authorized Star Mazda Championship series pre-season test at a track to be 

announced, as well as the Milwaukee Mile (prior to the beginning of the 3-oval stretch) and at Infineon 

Raceway.  Teams and drivers will, as always, be allowed an unlimited number of test days, but new rules 

for 2011 will help reduce costs by discouraging excess travel; testing at tracks listed on the Championship 

schedule will restricted to only those days specifically authorized by the Series. 

"Next year will be our twenty-first season of competition and this schedule represents a huge step forward 

for the Star Mazda Championship, and more big announcements to come in the next few days," says 

Series founder and CEO Gary Rodrigues.  "Our mission is to provide the top young racers from around the 

world with the most comprehensive education and most high-profile opportunities available in any driver 

development program in the world today.  In concert with the announcements soon to be made, the Star 

Mazda Championship will be the logical place for any serious driver to accelerate his or her career.    

About Star Mazda Championship presented by Goodyear 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raphael_Matos
http://www.deferrandragon.com/
http://mazdaraceway.com/pages/2010_LeMans_Series
http://starmazda.com/results/2009/rd-13/stories/Race%20Release.pdf
http://www.adamchristodoulou.com/
http://www.stpete.org/grandprix/
http://www.oreillyracewaypark.com/
http://www.milwaukeemile.com/
http://www.iowaspeedway.com/
http://www.mosport.com/home/home.asp
http://gp3r.com/
http://gp3r.com/
http://www.infineonraceway.com/
http://baltimoregrandprix.com/
http://www.mazdaraceway.com/


 

 

Now entering its 21st year of competition, the Star Mazda Championship presented by Goodyear is one of 

the premier open-wheel driver development series in the world with prizes for 2011 valued in excess of 

$1.5 million.  The series is part of both the MAZDASPEED Motorsports Driver Development Ladder and 

IndyCar's 'Road to Indy' program and graduates have gone on to race in F1, IndyCar, NASCAR, prototypes 

and sports cars.  Races are held on major motorsports weekends in North America, including IndyCar, 

American Le Mans and USAC.  Drivers 16 and older are welcome to compete, with the Expert Series 

providing a championship-within-a-championship for drivers 30 and older.  The Star Mazda Championship 

features standing starts, wheel-to-wheel racing at 160 mph, unlimited testing to accelerate driver 

development and budgets a fraction of other top open-wheel ladder series.  

__________________________________ 

For more information on the Star Mazda Championship and its drivers, as well as the Mazda Motorsports 

ladder system, please visit www.starmazda.com and www.mazdausa.com.  For information, interviews 

and photos, please contact Star Mazda Communications Director Peter Frey at (818) 398-5733 or 

StarMazdaPR@aol.com. 

_________________________________ 

On any given weekend, there are more Mazdas on the road-race tracks of America than any other brand of 

vehicle.  At the track, you’ll see MX-5 Miata, RX-8, MAZDA3, MAZDA6, RX-7 and other vintage Mazda 

models competing, because every Mazda has the Soul of a Sports Car.   

For more information on the various Mazda spec series, visit: 

www.USF2000.com  www.starmazda.com 

www.skipbarber.com  www.mx-5cup.com 

Dean Case / Communications Officer / MAZDASPEED Motorsports 

Phone (310) 318-4582 / E-mail: mazdaspeed@mazdausa.com 
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